Preservation Month: Places with a Purpose

May 1 — Welcome video from Director Lisa D. Jones

Link


https://www.facebook.com/reel/966303558552755

May 2 — AHC Historic Sites Photo Contest

AHC HISTORIC SITES

PHOTO CONTEST

PRESERVATION MONTH
2024

The Alabama Historical Commission is sponsoring the 3rd Annual Historic Places
Photography Contest in celebration of Historic Preservation Month, May 2024.

This year's theme is Historic Sites owned by the Alabama Historical Commission. We are
looking for unique and artistic photos that feature these specific historic places. This
contest is for all photographers of any age or skill. Digital photographs should be taken
at the highest resolution possible. Only JPG format will be accepted. Please do not
include an image with borders, watermarks, dates, or names. And, please do not include
people or animals in your photo.

The following AHC sites will be accepted:

Alabama State Capitol
Belle Mont Mansion
Confederate Memorial Park
Fendall Hall

Fort Mims



Fort Morgan

Fort Toulouse-Fort Jackson
Freedom Rides Museum
Gaineswood

Magnolia Grove

Old Cahawba

Pond Spring

We will use the winning photos in a variety of places: websites, social media, digital and
print materials, television, etc. The AHC will give credit wherever the photo is used.

An applicant may submit more than one photo, but a separate entry form must be filled
out. The deadline is May 31 at 11:59 pm.

GOOD LUCK!
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Submit your photo here!



https://alabamahistoricalcommission.submittable.com/submit/30f21934-3f20-4800-8787-b13aa603ce24/alabama-historical-commission-3rd-annual-photo-contest

May 3 — Alabama Register Highlight: Bibb Graves Hall

Bibb Graves Hall, Jacksonsville State University

Preservation Month wouldn't be Preservation Month without highlighting the Alabama Register
of Historic Places, now would it? One that has recently been added to the list in fact...

Bibb Graves Hall is a new listing to the Alabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage. It is
located on the campus of Jacksonville State University, previously Jacksonville State Normal
School, in Calhoun County. Bibb Graves Hall is a two story late Gothic Revival building built in
1930. It housed all the campus facilities except dormitories. Classrooms, the library, and
auditorium were in this building. On Monday December 8, 1930, the first classes were held.
Bibb Graves Hall, originally named after Alabama Governor David Bibb Graves, is now called
Angle Hall and serves as the administration building.

For more information on the Alabama Register, click the link below!
Alabama Register of Landmarks & Heritage



https://ahc.alabama.gov/alabamaregister.aspx

May 4 — Alabama Birding Trail & Fort Toulouse

Fort Toulouse-Fort Jackson

Today is National Bird Day!" "~

Did you know Alabama has the Alabama Birding Trail? Even more, did you know
Fort Toulouse-Fort Jackson, one of our historic sites is part of it?

Today we are celebrating National Bird Day by sharing about the bird trail at
Fort Toulouse! Read more about the beauty of the Alabama Birding Trail!

Fort Toulouse - Fort Jackson Park



https://www.facebook.com/FortToulouseFortJackson?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVc203VSM4U_V57DaUuGiGrau66AF7mrecRNFIYKaPo4q9ip7o0u0QiSjzGi0oIqteDWQ76SwjEt0BYkYCGCsjOrrMw_J_q3AWos0Hjr4C7ezbVklFF8GOGAwNwjVyQe0oSlAauk_KD7VLdFB2yllAHXP4h-bQPMv8B5SasEVzuTNCE0cE8fmNqtG-pVy6ICucOXqX8xJtCdcvykOLOSFlb&__tn__=-%5dK-R

May 5 — Museums Lovers Day & Freedom Rides Museum

It's Museum Lovers Day!

For you museum hunters and lovers of history and more, today is your day! We
know you love visiting the coolest places - those with stories, history, and
what's left behind! Which is why we are highlighting one of our own museums,
the Freedom Rides Museum!

In 1961, groups of volunteers challenged the practice of segregated travel
through the South. They called themselves the Freedom Riders as they crossed
racial barriers in depots and bus stations. Their arrival to this location changed
history!

Be sure to check the Freedom Rides Museum off your museum list!
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Link


https://www.facebook.com/FreedomRidesMuseum?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXpJGMgtjib7bCWIAYdH_V-g9aHubhIsZYDMgqW0EjB74bsIfKw2o0WF75lX0xbG8xkb4NMAlkJX6380WgUnJyPjT-z42zRw2-5zDx4WtpZ94_fj42wlC9U-hK5BHzCZF4PLoOKPTtvJ6EN5EMvsk-CHTPoCrReBopTxA9POjpmCBEyJzGiCHTO6dtJciBJyrTfCCh7u506lF1cdY7kkZe1&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.instagram.com/p/C6mCpS8R2A4/

May 6 — FAQ about Historic Preservation

TOP 10 FAQ'S
ABOUT HISTORIC
PRESERVATION

SWIPE TO READ MORE

1. WHAT IS HISTORIC
PRESERVATION?

Historic preservation, as defined by the National
Trust for Historic Preservation, is identifying,
protecting, and enhancing buildings, places, and
objects of historical and cultural significance.
Government agencies, private entities, and
individual citizens are all involved in these efforts.
All communities contain significant pieces of the
past. These historic elements are responsible for
keeping a community’s collective heritage part of
its present. The process of historic preservation
helps to ensure that these ties remain strong and
that those resources remain intact for the
enjoyment of future generations.




HISTORIC PRESERVATION
ACT OF 19667

Passed in 1966, the National Historic
Preservation Act is the primary federal law
governing the preservation of cultural and

historic resources in the United States. It
establishes a national preservation program and
a system of procedures that encourage the
identification and protection of cultural and
historic resources with national, state, tribal, and
local significance.

3. WHAT IS THE ALABAMA = <7
HISTORICAL COMMISSION? % 4. WHAT IS THE NATIONAL
The Alabama Historical Commission (AHC) was ; PAR_K SERV'CE?

created on August 19, 1966. AHC is designated to
carry out the state’s responsibilities under the
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 as
amended and operates under the provisions of the ) i 2 1
Code of Alabama 1975. AHC works to accomplish its : National Register of Historic Places, grant
mission through two fields of endeavor: Z ..®  programs, and the federal rehabilitation tax
Preservation and promotion of state-owned historic 7 ) incentives. It is a bureau within the U.S.
sites as public attractions and, statewide programs Department of the Interior.
to assist people, groups, towns and cities with local
preservation activities. The AHC is the State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO) for Alabama.

The National Park Service administers the

>>>
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5. WHAT IS THE NATIONAL
REGISTER OF HISTORIC
PLACES

The National Register of Historic Places is the
official list of the nation’s historic places worthy
of preservation. The National Register was
authorized by the National Historic Preservation
Act in 1966. In Alabama, the AHC administers the
National Register. You can find properties listed
in the National Register by visiting the National
Park Service site or use the AHC's GIS
Preservation Map.
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6. WHAT ARE HISTORIC
PRESERVATION TAX
INCENTIVES?

The federal tax credit provides tax incentives for the
rehabilitation of historic, income-producing buildings.
The AHC is the point of contact for anyone who
applies for federal tax credits for properties in
Alabama. The Alabama Historic Rehabilitation Tax
Credit is a 25% refundable tax credit available for
owners of income-producing properties who
substantially rehabilitate historic properties that are
listed in or eligible for the National Register of
Historic Places and are 60 years old or older.




7. WHAT IS SECTION 1067

Section 106, an essential part of the National
Historic Preservation Act, requires federal agencies
to consider the effects of projects they carry out,
approve, or fund on historic properties. A road-
widening project, the construction of a new
hydroelectric dam, or the relocation of a federal
courthouse are all examples of projects that could
affect local historic resources. The AHC reviews all
federally funded, licensed, or permitted projects
that have the potential to affect Alabama'’s
historic places and archaeological sites.
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8. WHAT IS A CERTIFIED
LOCAL GOVERNMENT?

Local governments strengthen their local historic
preservation efforts by achieving Certified Local
Government (CLG) status from the National Park Service
(NPS). The CLG program was established in 1983 by the
NPS as a preservation partnership between the NPS,
state historic preservation offices, and local
governments with an active preservation program.
Together, these groups work toward high quality survey
documentation of resources throughout the community,
training local preservation commission members, and
public involvement. CLGs can compete for annual
matching grants provided by the AHC to assist with
preservation planning and documentation projects.

PRESERVATION MONTH 2024




' 9. WHAT IS ARCHAEOLOGY?

Archaeology is the study of the material remains of past
human life and activities. Through the excavation of
sites and the analysis of artifacts and other physical

remains, much can be learned about humanity and its
past. The Alabama Historical Commission's
Archaeological Program provides advice and
archaeological services for the general public and the
historic sites of the AHC. Presenting Alabama's
fascinating past to the public is an important part of the
. AHC's Archaeological Program. AHC answers questions,
hold workshops, and make presentations on both
archaeology and regulatory topics across the state. The
AHC's goal is to explore Alabama's prehistory and
history and interpret it for the citizens of Alabama.
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10. WHAT IS THE AHC'S
MARITIME HERITAGE
PROGRAM?

The Alabama Historical Commission Maritime Heritage
Program works to protect maritime archaeological sites in
Alabama waters and to advance awareness and
understanding of the role of maritime affairs in the history
of Alabama. Through leadership, assistance, and expertise
in maritime history, preservation, and archeology, AHC
helps to interpret and preserve our maritime heritage by
maintaining inventories of historic maritime properties in
Alabama waters; providing preservation assistance through
consultation; educating the public about maritime heritage;
and co-issuing and monitoring permits for maritime
archaeological investigations in Alabama waters.

TOP @ FAQ about Historical Preservation’



We always receive inquiries about what we do and how we do it, who we work
with, and how we best accomplish preservation in Alabama. So, we put
together a this list to get back to the basics.



May 7 — National Tourism Day at Fort Morgan

It’s
National
Tourism

e T
135,000

visitors in 2023

Happy National Tourism Day! @+ @
Did you know the Alabama Historical Commission has 15 historic sites?! Many
of these sites are open to the public, but one in particular sees the most faces!
Since 1834 Fort Morgan has stood as the guardian of Mobile Bay. This military
site and National Historic Landmark is located 22 miles west of Gulf Shores.

Let's take it ...
Construction began in 1819, but due to its isolated location, the fort was not
completed until 1834. Skilled masons, many of which were enslaved African
Americans, built the fortification which contains more than 46 million cubic
yards of bricks.



Fort Bowyer preceded Fort Morgan at Mobile Point. Fort Bowyer was
constructed by the U.S. Army during 1813 to guard against possible British
attack. This small log and sand fortification was attacked twice by the British
during the War of 1812. The first attack made by four British warships and a
combined force of British Royal Marines and Creek Indians came on September
15, 1814. The ensuing battle was a total American victory. One warship, the
H.M.S. Hermes was sunk, and the marines and Creek Indians were forced to
withdraw. During a second battle which took place during early February 1815,
a combined British land and naval force forced the vastly outnumbered
American troops to surrender the fort. By the terms of the treaty that ended the
War of 1812, the British had to return Fort Bowyer to the United States.



May 8 — Historic Window Repair with Christy

'

Let's get to WORK! &> \ #~

Our very own Window Wizard, Historic Home Rehabber, National Register of
Historic Places Coordinator, or as we like to call her, Christy, has some neat tips
+ tricks for the best way to deal with historic window repair!



How to repair, protect, and maintain historic windows is so important to
preservation of the home or building you are working on. Have questions?

Reach out to the Window Wizard at Christy. Anderson@ahc.alabama.gov '©

See her full PP on the home page of our website under Preservation Month
section!

great rot.pdf (alabama.gov)



https://ahc.alabama.gov/PDF/great%20rot.pdf

May 9 — Reconstruction Era Network
A |

econstruction Era

ATIONAL HISTORIC NETWORK

DID YOU KNOW? &%)

The National Park Service has a Reconstruction Era National Historic Network!
AHC has partnered with the NPS to highlight and expand the Reconstruction
Network. We are identifying, researching, and nominating historic buildings and
districts for inclusion in the Network. To join, a site must be listed to the
National Register of Historic Places or eligible to be listed. It should be a site,
program, or facility related to the Reconstruction Era between 1861-1900. The
Reconstruction Era in American History, typically defined as 1863-1877, is the
period of time following the close of the Civil War and the emancipation of
enslaved people. During this time, African Americans gained freedom and short-
lived political rights as the nation attempted to reconstruct itself with a new
social and economic system.

The Alabama State Capitol nomination is the first application of the NPS - AHC
partnership. The Capitol building is related to the Reconstruction Era, because it
is the site where Black legislators met and worked along with white legislators



between 1867- 1879. The legislators, many who were formerly enslaved, were
active participants in Alabama’s political process. They worked in the House,
Senate, and were included in the 1867 state Constitutional Convention. In 2011,
AHC erected a historic marker recognizing the Black members of the Alabama
Legislature during Reconstruction. In 2017, a portrait of Horace King was
unveiled inside the Capitol. King was a legislator and master builder, famous for
building bridges throughout the South. The double staircase in the Capitol was
designed by King. The Capitol nomination is a part of the continuing efforts of
AHC to recognize the contributions of Black Alabamians to Alabama History.
For more information, please see:

https://www.nps.gov/.../reconstruction/join-the-network.htm



https://www.nps.gov/.../reconstruction/join-the-network.htm

May 10 - Places in Peril

Alabama Historical
Commission

2023 Places in Peril

Since 1994, the Alabama Historical Commission and the Alabama Heritage
Magazine have partnered together to promote Places in Peril, a public
awareness program highlighting significant endangered historic properties in
Alabama.

As awareness yields commitment, and commitment yields action, these
threatened properties can be saved as treasured and preserved landmarks. The
Places in Peril program has encouraged the preservation of important places in
Alabama that may otherwise have attention to nominated places that rally local

and statewide support.

The 2023 list highlights an array of resources, including an early twentieth
century residence, a historic Black school, a former U.S. Army facility, a small-
town commercial property, and one of the oldest African American
communities established in the United States. By documenting the history of



these places and many other places like them, we can learn more about
Alabama’s exceptional residents and the stories they have to tell. As more of
these places are emphasized through programs such as Places in Peril,
previously unfamiliar histories and stories will come alive and allow current
generations a glimpse into a past they otherwise would not have known. The
Alabama Historical Commission is committed to encouraging the preservation of
these tangible connections with the past so that stories are not lost but instead
are cemented into Alabama history for both current and future generations.
The 2024 Places in Peril nominations are NOW OPEN until October 31, 2024. For
more information on the Places in Peril program, click the link below!

https://ahc.alabama.gov/placesinperil.aspx



https://ahc.alabama.gov/placesinperil.aspx

May 11 - Belle Mont/Celtic Fest

e information,




May 12 - International Nurses Day — Mattie Fulcher

While it is Mother's Day, it is also International Nurse's Day!
While the AHC is tasked with preserving historic sites, the people who made
these sites so significant have stories worth telling!

We highlight Mattie Fulcher, a nurse who worked at the Veterans Home. 7» &



May 13 - Old Cahawba Perine Well

Instagram video

Alabama Historical Commission (@alabamahistoricalcommission) ¢ Instagram photos and
videos



https://www.instagram.com/reel/C66iHppth-n/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C66iHppth-n/

May 14 — Gaineswood Grant

PRESERVING AMERICA

BRANT

¢ We get by with a little help from our friends! ‘¢
And by friends, we mean Americana Corner Grant Program! Recently, the
Friends of Gaineswood and the Colbert County Historical Landmarks Foundation
(CCHLF) applied for a grant from Americana Corner, an online resource focused
on the founding of our nation and received that funding for interpretive and
directional signage. If you're in the Demopolis area, look for our new signage
soon!

Gaineswood, a National Historic Landmark, was constructed over an 18-year
period (1843-1861). Owner and architect Nathan Bryan Whitfield produced a
series of elaborate interior suites with domed ceilings. He adopted many details
from popular architectural pattern books by Minard Lafever and others.

A cotton planter, Whitfield is described as a Renaissance man. His family's
antebellum furnishings and remarkable decorative arts fill the Greek revival
structure.

The Alabama Historical Commission owns this historic site. Friends of
Gaineswood is the support group in charge of operating the site.



May 15 — Magnolia Grove National Register Update

Magnolia Grove
National Register Nomination Update

The National Register of Historic Places is best known for recognizing beautiful
architecture and historically significant places, but what about the stories of
those who significantly impacted those places in other ways?

The AHC was awarded an Underrepresented Community Grant by the National
Park Service to document buildings and spaces where enslaved people lived and




worked. With this funding, the AHC selected Magnolia Grove for an update to
the 1973 National Register listing to acknowledge the presence of the enslaved
and their impact on antebellum society. The original nomination credits Colonel
Isaac Croom with building Magnolia Grove, but the house and other buildings
were constructed with enslaved labor. This work is an effort to recognize places
like Magnolia Grove exist because of a system that utilized forced labor.
This nomination is currently being revised for presentation to the National
Register Review Board in September.

Want to know more about the National Register of Historic Places and its
process? Click the link below.

https://ahc.alabama.gov/nationalregister.aspx



https://ahc.alabama.gov/nationalregister.aspx

May 16 — Historic Schools Tax Credit Success

Historic schools can be the @ of a community. They can be a source of local
pride. They are places where memories are made, but sometimes communities
outgrow their historic schools and they are left vacant or worse.

This is where Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit Program comes in. Watch this
short video for some success stories of historic schools here in Alabama that

have been rehabbed back to their glory! § 7=

https://youtu.be/R6X0fuW)J-r0



https://youtu.be/R6X0fuWJ-r0

May 17 — Bankhead Fire Tower

Recently, AHC staff attended a site visit to

on the stairway and also replace the fence around

junior African-American Enrollee Company

which was housed near Heflin.

66 SITE VISIT HIGHTLIGHT
AHC staff are out and about making site visits throughout the year from the
Mobile River, to the Tennessee River, and everywhere in between, including
Talladega National Forest. Our staff visited the Bankhead Fire Tower. Read up to
see why!



